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Why should we care about Plastic pollution?

 Water quality effects

 Health risks to humans and aquatic organisms,

 Flood risks,

 Impairing water and transport infrastructure,

 Increasing population- consumer behavior

Credits: NOAA; Uganda Junior Rangers



Overview of Plastic Outflows

Source: UNEP



Overview of Plastic Outflows

https://www.science
direct.com/science/ar
ticle/abs/pii/S004896
9723011683?via%3Di
hub



Is Plastic Pollution an issue in the Nile?



The scoping study on plastic waste transport

 Supported by the GIZ’s Global Marine Litter Project

 The scoping study outlines the status of plastic waste

management policy and practice in all the Nile Basin countries.

 It attempted a first mapping of plastic waste source hotspots.

 Despite the severity of plastic pollution, little is known to about

the pathways from source to sea

 Outlines the need to better understand, monitor and report the

sources and transport mechanisms of plastic waste into lake and

river system
 Detailed report can be found here

http://ikp.nilebasin.org/en/node/5014


Challenges  in monitoring plastic pollution  the Nile Basin

 Inadequate management of plastic pollution at local

and regional levels;

 Mismanagement of plastic waste that end in water

systems;

 Limited knowledge, information and human capacity

on identification of the sources and quantification of

plastic waste in the basin;

 Few studies on transport mechanisms of plastic waste

into the basin;

 Lack of harmonized policies and strategies on

management and monitoring of plastic pollution in the

basin.

 Uncoordinated efforts to monitor plastics in the Nile

Basin

Littered plastic polluting water bodies in Addis 
Ababa. Copyright: GIZ



Marine pollution Project- Phase 2

 Conduct a baseline study on

existing approaches for monitoring

macro plastics in the Nile Basin by

different actors (government, civil

society, private sector, etc.) E.g.;

Citizen science approaches)

 Strengthen the capacity of the Nile

Basin member states in

monitoring macro-plastics in the

Nile Basin.

 Develop an action plan to monitor

plastic pollution in the Nile Basin
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