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Facts about the Nile Basin

What’s on? January - March 2013

Quiz

Basin Area 3,176 X 103 Km2

Location -4 0S to 310N and 24 0E to 40 0E

Main Tributaries Victoria Nile/Albert Nile, Bahr El Jabel, White Nile, Baro Pibor-Sobat, 
Blue Nile, Atbara, Bahr El Ghazal

River Length 6,695 Km (one of the world’s longest River)

Estimated Navigable Length 4,149 Km

Countries

Burundi DR Congo

Rwanda

Egypt

South Sudan

Ethiopia

The Sudan

Kenya

Tanzania Uganda Eritrea

Major Lakes within the Basin Lake Victoria, Lake Tana, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert

Population (Total in all the Nile Countries)* 437 Million

% Population within the Nile Basin* 54% (238 Million)

Temperature Night Minimum -100c and daily Maximum in June 470c

Precipitation Max Annual 2,098 mm/yr in Ethiopia 
Min Annual 0 mm/yr in Egypt

Mean Annual �ow (Discharge) (m 3/yr) at Aswan 84 X 10 9 m3/yr

Discharge/Unit area 28 X 10 3 m3/Km 2

Main Consumptive Water use Agriculture

Date Activity Venue

Jan NCoRe Project E�ectiveness All Centers

Jan NELTAC/NELCOM Meeting Kigali

11 – 12th Feb Regional Meeting for National NBI Desk O�cers Entebbe

22nd Feb Nile Day celebrations (Regional and National) Bahr Dar, Ethiopia (for regional celebrations)

April 38th Nile-TAC Meeting Entebbe

Compiled by Tom Waako, Projects O�cer, Nile-SEC -Entebbe

Member states

What is the major determinant of population distribution in the Nile Basin?
Send your answer to: editor@nilebasin.org

Answer to the previous quiz question 
The single most important intra basin agricultural trade commodity by volume among the Nile 
Basin riparian states is maize.

Burundi DR Congo RwandaEgypt South SudanEthiopia The SudanKenya Tanzania Uganda
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Members Tom Waako
 John Ogwang

Send us your comments and views
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P.O. Box 192 Entebbe – Uganda
Tel +256 414 321 424
 +256 414 321 329
 +256 417 705 000
Fax +256 414 320 971
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YEARS ANNIVERSARY

T
he Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) is a 

regional intergovernmental partnership 

established by the Nile Basin countries in 

1999. Its primary goal is to manage and 

develop the shared Nile Basin water resources in a 

cooperative manner, ensuring equitable utilization of 

the available water resources. The information services 

at NBI support the cooperation between the riparian 

countries. 

The NBI facilitate the Basin cooperation by promoting it 

among the Nile Basin countries by using the information 

services which provide by NBI to achieve water 

security, energy security, food security, environmental 

sustainability, climate change adaptation, and 

effective transboundary water governance. The Nile 

Basin Initiative works toward one river, one people, 

one vision, emphasizing sustainable socio-economic 

development. The NBI is also a knowledge organization 

which supports the Nile Basin countries by generating 

Basin-Wide Science-Based Information.  This is an 

essential safeguard for managing the shared Nile Basin 

water resources sustainably.

Some key aspects of the NBI’s information services to 

support Member States in:

Knowledge products:
	● More than 10000 knowledge products were 

available through the Integrated Knowledge Portal.
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E-learning and capacity building:
	● NBI E-learning courses which include climate 

proofing of infrastructure investment, Nile Basin 

decision support system, introduction to hydromet, 

Nile Basin environmental flows, NBI induction 

course, and introduction to the NBI policy 

framework on transboundary.

Real time monitoring information:
	● Realtime data collection, share, and use through 

regional hydromet system and EUMETSAT.

Early warning systems:
	● Analytical and decision-making tools for water 

resources planners (e.g. River Flow Forecasting 

System, Drought monitoring and forecasting, flood 

forecast and early warning system).

Knowledge and information platforms:
	● A shared data, information, and knowledge base 

through the Integrated Knowledge Portal (IKP).

Sector specific tools:
	● Analytical Tools for policy makers in dam cascade 

operation, strategic water analysis, Climate 

Information Services which focus on climate-

resilient water resources management, and joint 

management of ecosystems.

Ongoing development of NBI systems:
	● Data and Analytic Services which harness the 

improvements in data collection technology and 

utilizing freely accessible diverse water related 

information. This expansion of data and analytic 

services aims to enhance climate resilience in the 

Nile Basin.

	● Monitoring groundwater, enhancing knowledge, 

and establishing cross-border mechanisms for joint 

management and sustainable utilization of shared 

aquifers.

	● Regional water quality information systems which 

facilitate data sharing, coordination, and informed 

decision-making across the Nile Basin countries.

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat
P.O. Box 192
Entebbe – Uganda
Tel:  +256 417 705 000
        +256 417 705 117
Email:  nbisec@nilebasin.org
Website:  http://www.nilebasin.org
Facebook:  /Nile Basin Initiative
X: @nbiweb

Eastern Nile Technical Regional Office
Dessie Road
P.O. Box 27173-1000
Addis Ababa – Ethiopia
Tel: +251 116 461 130/32
Fax:  +251 116 459 407
Email: entro@nilebasin.org
Website:  http://ensap.nilebasin.org

Nile Equatorial Lakes Subsidiary Action
Programme Coordination Unit
Kigali City Tower 
KCT, KN 2 St, Kigali
P.O. Box 6759, Kigali Rwanda
Tel: +250 788 307 334
Fax: +250 252 580 100
Email:  nelsapcu@nilebasin.org
Website: http://nelsap.nilebasin.org
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