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THE NILE BASIN COUNTRIES

Compiled by Milly Mbuliro, GIS/Remote Sensing Specialist (Nile – SEC, Entebbe)
*Source: UN Population Division World Population Prospects 2012

Facts about the Nile Basin

What’s on? January - March 2013

Quiz

Basin Area 3,176 X 103 Km2

Location -4 0S to 310N and 24 0E to 40 0E

Main Tributaries Victoria Nile/Albert Nile, Bahr El Jabel, White Nile, Baro Pibor-Sobat, 
Blue Nile, Atbara, Bahr El Ghazal

River Length 6,695 Km (one of the world’s longest River)

Estimated Navigable Length 4,149 Km

Countries

Burundi DR Congo

Rwanda

Egypt

South Sudan

Ethiopia

The Sudan

Kenya

Tanzania Uganda Eritrea

Major Lakes within the Basin Lake Victoria, Lake Tana, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert

Population (Total in all the Nile Countries)* 437 Million

% Population within the Nile Basin* 54% (238 Million)

Temperature Night Minimum -100c and daily Maximum in June 470c

Precipitation Max Annual 2,098 mm/yr in Ethiopia 
Min Annual 0 mm/yr in Egypt

Mean Annual �ow (Discharge) (m 3/yr) at Aswan 84 X 10 9 m3/yr

Discharge/Unit area 28 X 10 3 m3/Km 2

Main Consumptive Water use Agriculture

Date Activity Venue

Jan NCoRe Project E�ectiveness All Centers

Jan NELTAC/NELCOM Meeting Kigali

11 – 12th Feb Regional Meeting for National NBI Desk O�cers Entebbe

22nd Feb Nile Day celebrations (Regional and National) Bahr Dar, Ethiopia (for regional celebrations)

April 38th Nile-TAC Meeting Entebbe

Compiled by Tom Waako, Projects O�cer, Nile-SEC -Entebbe

Member states

What is the major determinant of population distribution in the Nile Basin?
Send your answer to: editor@nilebasin.org

Answer to the previous quiz question 
The single most important intra basin agricultural trade commodity by volume among the Nile 
Basin riparian states is maize.

Burundi DR Congo RwandaEgypt South SudanEthiopia The SudanKenya Tanzania Uganda

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of NBI, its Member States or Partners

Editorial Committee
Chair Dorothy Kaggwa
Editor Jane K. Baitwa
Members Tom Waako
 John Ogwang

Send us your comments and views

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat
P.O. Box 192 Entebbe – Uganda
Tel +256 414 321 424
 +256 414 321 329
 +256 417 705 000
Fax +256 414 320 971
Email nbisec@nilebasin.org
Website http://www.nilebasin.org
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* Eritrea participates as an observer
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 About the Nile Basin Initiative

The Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) is a ten-member inter-

governmental partnership established on February 22, 

1999 to provide a regional mechanism for joint action to 

deliver a Shared Vision Objective, which is “to achieve 

sustainable socio-economic development through 

equitable utilization of, and benefit from the shared 

Nile Basin water resources”. 

The member countries of the NBI are Burundi, D.R. 

Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 

Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. Only one riparian country 

– Eritrea – is not a member of NBI: it participates as an 

observer. The NBI was set up as a transitional cooperative 

arrangement intended to pave way for a permanent 

legal and institutional framework for management and 

development of the shared Nile water resources. 

The core functions of the NBI are three, namely to:

1. Provide a regional platform for multi stakeholder 

dialogue, information sharing, joint planning, and 

joint management of water and related natural 

resources in the Nile Basin;

2. Strengthen Member States’ institutional and 

technical capacities, and develop and operate a 

shared knowledgebase to support decision making 

at basin-wide level and action at local levels.

3. Assist Member States to identify and prepare 

regionally significant investment projects, and 

mobilize financial and technical resources for their 

implementation.

1.2 The Nile Basin Wetlands Forum

This report presents a summary of the proceedings of 

the Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum that took place 

from 23rd -25th October 2017 in Kigali Rwanda. The 

Nile Basin Wetlands Forum is a multi-stakeholder 

dialogue platform established by the Nile Basin 

Initiative (NBI) in 2016 for the purpose of mobilizing 

and coordinating state and non-state actors to take 

appropriate action to protect and conserve wetlands 

of transboundary significance in the Nile River Basin. 
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The Forum, which was set up with technical and 

financial support from the Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

International Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, also serves 

to promote collaboration and synergy amongst wetland 

stakeholders, and promotes learning through the 

sharing and exchange of good practices in sustainable 

wetlands management. 

The Nile Basin Wetlands Forum was inaugurated at 

the launch of the Nile Basin Transboundary Wetlands 

Project in July 2016 in Entebbe, Uganda. The Kigali 

sessions that took place in October 2017 constituted the 

second event of the Nile Basin Wetlands Forum.

1.3 The Fifth Edition of the Nile Basin 
Development Forum

The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum was convened 

as an integral part of the Fifth Nile Basin Development 

Forum (NBDF). The Nile Basin Development Forum 

is a regional gathering of a broad range of stakeholders 

with the aim of exchanging information and viewpoints, 

and deliberating generally on the opportunities as 

well as the threats and challenges for the sustainable 

management and development of the shared Nile water 

resources. The stakeholders who take part in these events 

include senior government officials, policy makers, 

parliamentarians, water managers, environmentalists, 

academia, media professionals, development partners, 

civil society, and regional, continental and international 

non-governmental organizations.

The specific objectives of the NBDF are:

1. To continue building confidence and trust among 

countries of the Nile Basin;

1. To raise awareness on the opportunities for 

benefit sharing from cooperative management and 

development of the Nile Basin;

2. To provide a platform for open discussion of NBI 

projects and initiatives; and

3. To provide a platform for exchange of latest 

scientific information, knowledge and best practices 

in transboundary water resources management and 

development.

The Nile Basin Development Forum is a continuation 

of the biennial Nile 2002 conferences, which were 

successful informal fora that served as a catalyst for 

the creation of the Nile Basin Initiative and drafting 

of a new Cooperative Framework Agreement. The first 

NBDF took place in 2006 in the city of Khartoum, 

Sudan while the most recent – the fifth NBDF – took 

place from 23rd -25th October 2017 at the Radisson Blue 

Convention Centre in Kigali, Rwanda under the theme 

of “Investing in Nile cooperation for a water secure 

future”. The Forum was attended by over 500 people 

from across the Nile region and beyond.

1.4 The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum within 
the Fifth NBDF

The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum was organized 

under the theme of “Sustaining the Wetlands and Water 

Ecosystems of The Nile Basin for Sustainability”. Its 

objective was to take stock of current understanding 

and knowledge of the two most critical elements of the 

Nile basin environment – wetlands and catchments – 

and explore options for their sustainable management, 

including determining the requisite technical, policy 

and institutional requirements to achieve this. 

This report presents a summary of the 

proceedings of the Second Nile Basin 

Wetlands Forum that took place from 23rd 

-25th October 2017 in Kigali Rwanda. The 

Nile Basin Wetlands Forum is a multi-

stakeholder dialogue platform established by 

the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) in 2016 for the 

purpose of mobilizing and coordinating state 

and non-state actors to take appropriate 

action to protect and conserve wetlands of 

transboundary significance in the Nile River 

Basin. 



The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum comprised of 

the following paper presentation sessions and thematic 

multi-stakeholders plenary panel:

1. Parallel paper presentation sessions under the 

theme ‘Sustaining the Water and Ecosystems of the 

Nile Basin (ECO)’: This comprised of three sessions 

during which papers were presented and discussed 

under the following specific themes:

• ECO 1: Catchment and watershed management 

for wetlands, water-related ecosystems and 

biodiversity.

• ECO 2: Sustainable use and management of 

wetlands.

• ECO 3: Environmental flows.

2. Parallel paper presentation sessions under the theme 

‘Economic Perspectives for Basin Management 

(ECN)’: This session had one paper presentation 

session with a specific theme that was relevant to 

wetlands and ecosystems management, namely:

• ECN 1: Economic valuation of ecosystem 

services.

3. Thematic panel session under the theme ‘Reconciling 

ecosystem sustainability with water resources 

investment planning.’ 

The paper presentation sessions were designed with 

the objective of taking stock of what is known about the 

specific issues they were addressing while the plenary 

multi-stakeholder session sought to explore solutions 

and pathways to addressing wetlands and ecosystem 

management challenges.

The sections that follow below present a summary of the 

proceedings in the above sessions.
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2.1 Catchment and watershed management 
for wetlands, water-related ecosystems and 
biodiversity

2.1.1 Papers presented

Four papers were presented and discussed in this 

session. The papers were the following:

1. Soil and Water conservation: experiences from 

Upper Blue Nile Basin, Ethiopia. By: Mr. Adugnaw 

Tadesse.

2. Assessing impact of land use and land cover change 

on stream flow response: Dinder and Rahad. By: 

Eng. Khalid Hassaballah. 

3. Livelihood contribution of landscape restoration. 

By Mr. Yitbarek Tibebe Welde Semaet.

4. Catchment restoration for a sustainable renewable 

energy production in Upper Nyabarongo Catchment, 

Rwanda: Experiences, challenges and policy 

recommendations. By: Mr. Francois Tetero.

2.1.2 Key messages

The following are the key messages and discussion 

points that emerged from the presentations and 

ensuring discussions:

 ● Watershed degradation is a common occurrence 

across the Nile Basin but is most pronounced in 

hilly and mountainous regions.

 ● Watershed degradation and associated soil erosion 

2. NILE BASIN WETLANDS FORUM PAPER SESSIONS



produce negative hydrological and ecological 

consequences as a result of cropland loss, productive 

capacity decrease and habitat and ecosystems 

destruction.

 ● Ongoing soil and water conservation interventions 

in Nile Basin watersheds need to be replicated 

and scaled up to produce a significant impact on 

watershed hydrology.

 ● To produce desirable positive impacts, watershed 

restoration interventions need to take into 

consideration multiple factors such as topography, 

soil type, soil depth, climate and plant species types.

 ● Valuation of watershed restoration in connection 

with ecosystem services and livelihoods should 

incorporate more ecosystem services and involve 

large-scale watershed or landscape restoration to 

produce a large impact.

 ● Watershed restoration needs to involve diverse 

land husbandry techniques and be informed by 

sediments fingerprinting appraisal and hotspots 

prioritization.

 ● It is imperative to modify institutional frameworks 

to allow for stakeholder involvement in order to 

ensure the sustainability of watershed restoration 

initiatives.

2.1.3 Recommendations

The session made the following recommendations:

 ● Replicate and scale up ongoing soil and water 

conservation interventions in Nile Basin watersheds 

so as to produce a large impact on watershed 

hydrology and health of associated ecosystems.

 ● Evaluate the impacts of watershed restoration 

on multiple ecosystem services and associated 

human well-being to provide a case for scaling up 

investments in watershed restoration.

 ● Integrate driving factors such as climate change, 

population increase and urbanization in watershed 

restoration strategies and approaches in the region.

 ● Countries of the Nile Basin that are not already part 

of the Bonn Challenge should consider signing up to 

the challenge. The Bonn Challenge is a global effort 

that aims to bring 150 million hectares of deforested 

and degraded land into restoration by 2020, and 

350 million hectares by 2030. Interventions under 

the Bonn Challenge are underpinned by the forest 

landscape restoration (FLR) approach.

2.2 Sustainable use and management of wetlands

2.2.1 Papers presented

Four papers were presented and discussed in this 

session. The papers were:

1. Supporting sustainable management of 

the wetlands in the Mara River Basin.  

By: Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa.

2. Community conservation agreements model for 

sustainable management of Winam Gulf wetlands. 

By: Ms. Roniance Adhiambo. 

3. How healthy is the Lake Victoria ecosystems goods 

and services? Gender-ecosystem-poverty linkage 

perspective. By: Dr. Aloyce Hepelwa.

4. Incentives-based conservation approach 

for Nile Basin wetlands wise-use.  

By: Mr. Amos Thiongo.

2.2.2 Key messages

The following are the key messages and discussion 

points that emerged from the presentations and 

ensuring discussions:

 ● To ensure successful implementation of integrated 

management plans for transboundary wetlands, 

Valuation of watershed restoration in 

connection with ecosystem services 

and livelihoods should incorporate more 

ecosystem services and involve large-scale 

watershed or landscape restoration to 

produce a large impact.
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and ownership and sustainability of transboundary 

wetland management initiatives, it is essential 

to establish implementation mechanisms that, 

among other things, allow for multi-stakeholder 

participation and cross-border coordination 

structures.

 ● There is need to mobilize resources for 

implementation of wetlands integrated management 

plans through such mechanisms as Conservation 

Investment Plans and bankable investment project 

preparation.

 ● The potential of Incentives and Voluntary Based 

Conservation Agreements for conservation of Nile 

Basin Wetlands needs to be explored.

 ● There is need to develop monitoring protocol and 

associated indicators for measuring the health of 

ecosystems and impacts of wetlands conservation 

and management interventions.

2.2.3 Recommendations

The session concluded with the following 

recommendations:

 ● Integrate wetlands management plans in river basin 

planning systems such as exists for the Mara Basin.

 ● Link wetlands, human rights and river basin 

planning so as to secure wetlands integrity, 

associated ecosystems goods and services supply 

and livelihoods security.

 ● Develop Conservation Investment Plans, 

transboundary institutional coordination structures 

and stakeholder involvement mechanisms to 

facilitate the implementation of Transboundary 

Wetlands Integrated Management Plans.

 ● The NBI to support national governments to prepare 

National Wetlands Reports that cover Ramsar 

obligations of the Member States and support 

informed decision making on wetlands in the Nile 

region.

 ● Ethiopia to join the Ramsar Convention to tap 

into regional and global best practices and build 

on existing national achievements on wetlands 

conservation.

2.3 Environmental Flows

2.3.1 Papers presented

Four papers were presented and discussed in this 

session. The papers were:

1. A framework model for Strategic Environmental 

Assessment for river engineering development. By: 

Mr. Lugard Kaunda Ogaro.

2. Environmental flow assessment: NBI 

experience; including case studies (Dinder).  

By: Dr. Mohsen Alarabawy.

3. Environmental flow for the Nile Basin: Framework 

for regional evaluations and a case study from the 

Mara River. By: Dr. Gordon O’Brien.

4. Evaluation of experiences with E-flow assessments 

in the East Africa. By: Prof. Michael McClain.

2.3.2 Key messages

The following are the key messages and discussion 

points that emerged from the presentations and 

ensuring discussions:

 ● There is strong need to factor issues of environmental 

sustainability, environmental flows and integrated 

water resource management in river basin planning.

 ● Upstream and downstream perspectives need to be 

taken into consideration in E-flow determinations.

 ● Environmental Flows determination needs to be an 

integral component of any investments assessment 

in river basins.

 ● Comprehensive approaches that integrate E-flow 

assessments with strategic assessments, water 

balance assessments, investments assessments 

and ecosystem valuation needs to be developed and 

adopted.

 ● E-flows methodologies need to be modified to 

consider flow-ecology-resource objective human 

needs linkages.



 ● There is need to harmonize the methodologies for 

E-flow assessment in the Nile region.

 ● Nile Basin countries need to develop national 

polices and legal frameworks on environmental 

flows borrowing from the experiences of Kenya, 

Tanzania and South Africa in such regard.

 ● The Nile Basin Initiative needs to support capacity 

building on E-flows assessments in the Nile counties 

 ● There are few cases of Strategic Environmental 

Assessments (SEA) in the Nile Region.

2.3.3 Recommendations

The session recommendations were that:

 ● The NBI, River Basin Organisations and countries 

in the Nile region take action in factoring issues of 

environmental sustainability, environmental flows 

and integrated water resource management in river 

basin planning.

 ● The NBI to carry out additional work on E-flows 

embedding, operation, monitoring and adaptation 

in light of recent advances in methodology.

 ● The NBI to establish a Community of Practice on 

E-flows methodology and best practices in the Nile 

Region.

 ● Develop regional-level legal and institutional 

frameworks for application of E-flows in the Nile 

Region.

 ● Countries of the Nile Region to develop national 

policies and laws on E-flows.

 ● The Nile Basin Initiative to support capacity building 

in the Nile counties on E-flows assessments.

 ● The Nile Basin Initiative to develop a comprehensive 

approach for river basin planning that integrates 

E-flow assessments with strategic assessments, 

water balance assessments, investments 

assessments and ecosystem valuation.

2.4 Economic valuation of ecosystem services

2.4.1 Papers presented

Five papers were presented and discussed in this 

session. The five papers were the following:

1. The value of the Sudd wetland: implications 

for integrated policies in the Nile River Basin.  

By: Dr. Hannes Lang and Prof. John Gowdy.

2. Applying standardized methodology to value 

biodiversity and ecosystem services in the Lake 

Victoria Basin. By: Dr. Brenda Bergman.

3. Rapid assessment of ecosystem service values at 

Yala wetland, Kenya. By: Mr. Justus Amayo.

4. Economic valuation of wetlands ecosystems for wise 

use: Review and case studies from the Nile Basin. 

By: Dr. Amel Azab

5. The Economics of Ecosystem and Biodiversity 

(TEEB) Services for major rivers and lake basins in 

Africa: A Case study of the Tana River Basin. By: 

Ms. Julie Mulonga and Mr. Brian Wamubey.

2.4.2 Key messages

The following are the key messages and discussion 

points that emerged from the presentations and 

ensuring discussions:

 ● General: The general comments of the session were:

• The valuation of ecosystems is a useful tool for 

making a case for the conservation and wise use 

of environmental resources.

• The initiatives on ecosystem valuation are a step 

in the right direction towards water security 

and sustainable development in the Nile Basin.

• Stakeholder engagement and involvement is 

a must for proper and acceptable valuation of 

wetlands and ecosystems.

• Scientists need to simplify valuation tools 

to enable ordinary people use them for 

The NBI to support national governments to 

prepare National Wetlands Reports that cover 

Ramsar obligations of the Member States 

and support informed decision making on 

wetlands in the Nile region.
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conservation work

• Many of the values attributable to ecosystem 

services by economists are often ignored in 

private valuations that often focus solely on 

consumptive and direct use values.

 ● On the Sudd: The Sudd valuation study aroused a 

lot of interest and debate. Key comments specific to 

the Sudd were:

• The Sudd has a potential value of US$ 1 billion.

• The Sudd has the potential to provide more 

water to Egypt and Sudan if well protected.

• The Sudd plays an important role in natural 

flood control of the White Nile.

• Stakeholders, particularly local communities, 

have not been consulted or involved in previous 

Sudd valuation studies 

• The national government of South Sudan needs 

to play a central role in the development of 

the proposed Jonglei canal project in view of 

its significant impacts on the survival of the 

wetlands and linked local livelihoods.

2.4.3 Recommendations

Recommendations from this session were mainly 

addressing the methodology for ecosystem valuation. 

Recommendations were to:

 ● Engage key stakeholders during the process of 

valuation.

 ● Avoid double valuation of ecosystem services.

 ● Use Total Economic Valuation methods to avoid 

underestimation of the true value of ecosystem 

services.

 ● Clearly identify boundaries of overlapping 

ecosystems where comparative analysis is to be 

conducted.

 ● Factor the cost of ecosystem degradation and 

responsibility centre for ecosystem restoration in 

valuation studies.

 ● Consider a comprehensive portfolio of provisioning, 

regulating, supporting and cultural values alongside 

consumptive and direct use values during ecosystem 

valuation.

The NBI, River Basin Organisations and 

countries in the Nile region take action 

in factoring issues of environmental 

sustainability, environmental flows and 

integrated water resource management in 

river basin planning.



3.1 Reconciling ecosystem sustainability with 
water resources investment planning

3.1.1 Papers presented

This session was dedicated to exploring solutions to the 

challenges identified in the paper presentation sessions, 

and identifying pathways for taking action. To set the 

stage for discussions, three keynote presentations were 

made by imminent scientists from around the world. 

The presentations were:

1. Environmental flows: how to use existing best 

practice in the Nile Basin region. By: Prof. Michael 

McClain from UNESCO-IHE in Delft, The 

Netherlands.

2. Water requirements of wetlands: Integrating 

wetland sustainable use and management in basin 

planning. By: Dr. Paul Ouédraogo from the Ramsar 

Convention Secretariat in Gland, Switzerland.

3. Integrated watershed management for protection 

of water source areas and sustainable livelihoods. 

By Dr. Seifu A. Tilahun from Bahir Dar University, 

Ethiopia.

The keynote addresses were followed by short 

reflections and comments from senior government 

officials from the Nile Region. The officials were Eng. 

Alier Oka, Undersecretary in the Ministry of Water 

Resources and Irrigation of the Republic of South 

Sudan; Ms. Astrid Hillers, Head of the International 

Waters in Africa Program at GEF; Ms. Lucy Iyango 

Anne, Assistant Commissioner for Wetlands, Ministry 

of Water and Environment of the Republic of Uganda; 

and Mr. François Xavier Tetero, Head of Water Resource 

Management Department in the Rwanda Water and 

Forestry Authority (RWFA).

3. NILE BASIN WETLANDS FORUM THEMATIC PANEL SESSIONS
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3.1.2 Key messages

The following are the key messages and discussion 

points of the session:

 ● The degradation of wetlands, water-based 

ecosystems and biological diversity in the 

watersheds of the Nile Basin is widespread and 

impacting negatively on the ecology and hydrology 

of the Nile River.

 ● The current level of application of E-flows in the 

Nile region is low and insufficient to ensure the 

sustainability of the water-related ecosystems 

of the Nile Basin, and preservation of associated 

livelihoods in the Nile riparian countries. 

 ● To increase E-flows practice within the Nile 

Region, there is need to build capacity of the Nile 

riparian states in E-flows work, support them in 

the introduction of policy and legal frameworks on 

E-flows, and enhance E-flow measurement tools 

available to them.

 ● There is a low level of investment in the protection 

and conservation of ecosystems and biodiversity, 

particularly among the poorer countries of the Nile 

Region.

 ● There is a growing problem of the proliferation 

of invasive aquatic weeds like water hyacinth on 

the Nile waterways and large water bodies such 

as Lake Victoria and Lake Tana. This problem is 

linked to watershed degradation and threatens the 

biodiversity of the Nile Basin.

 ● There is need to increase the application of 

environmental management tools like Strategic 

Environmental Assessments (SEA) and 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessments 

(ESIA) during investment planning and investment 

project preparation in the Nile Region.

 ● Handbooks on River Basin Planning and other 

related tools from the Ramsar Convention Secretariat 

need to be enhanced through the incorporation of 

the water requirements of wetlands.

3.1.3 Recommendations

Recommendations from this session were:

 ● Nile Basin countries to increase the level of 

investment in watershed and landscape restoration, 

and tap into financing opportunities for watershed 

management under the Bonn Challenge and Paris 

Agreement.

 ● Nile Basin countries to increase the level of 

investment in the protection and conservation 

of wetlands and aquatic ecosystems due to their 

important link to river health, local livelihoods and 

national socio-economic development.

 ● The Nile Basin Initiative to support the embedment 

of E-flow assessments in water resources planning 

and management culture through capacity building, 

supporting development of responsive management 

frameworks (policies, regulations and standards), 

increasing availing of E-flow measurement tools 

and promoting their wide application.

 ● The Nile Basin Initiative and Member States to 

make Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA) 

and Environmental and Social Impact Assessments 

(ESIA) an integral part of water resources 

investment planning,

This session was dedicated to exploring solutions to the challenges identified in the paper 

presentation sessions, and identifying pathways for taking action. To set the stage for 

discussions, three keynote presentations were made by imminent scientists from around the 

world. 



4.1 Conclusions

The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum took place within 

the Nile Basin Development Forum and successfully 

achieved its dual objectives of providing an opportunity 

to take stock of the knowledge and practices in the 

Nile Basin with respect to wetlands and ecosystems 

management, and exploring options for their wise use 

and sustainable management.

Through 20 papers presented and discussed under 

four technical presentation sessions and one plenary 

discussion session, participants in the Nile Basin 

Wetlands Forum explored the science, policy and 

practice of wetlands protection and conservation in 

the Nile Basin and exchanged views on a wide range 

of topics including watershed management, soil and 

water conservation, restoration of degraded landscapes, 

wetlands management, integration of wetlands 

management in river basin planning, ecosystems and 

biodiversity protection and conservation, wetlands and 

ecosystems valuation, natural resources-dependent 

livelihoods, E-flow assessments and Strategic 

Environmental Assessments.

Key observations of the Forum about the state of 

wetlands and ecosystems in the Nile Basin were that:

1. There is widespread degradation of wetlands, 

water-related ecosystems and biological diversity in 

the Nile Basin that is impacting negatively on the 

ecology and hydrology of the Nile, and on livelihoods 

supported by the river.

2. The levels of investment by Nile riparian countries 

in soil and water conservation and restoration of 

degraded watersheds is low. Watershed management 

interventions need to be replicated and rolled out 

to many areas to produce a significant beneficial 

impact on watershed hydrology.

3. E-flow assessments are a relatively new discipline 

and are not widely applied in the region due, among 

other things, to low capacity for E-flow assessments, 

inadequacy of E-flow measurement tools, and 

diversity and complexity of E-flow measurement 

methodology.

4. E-flow measurements are not yet an integral 

component of strategic assessments, water 

availability assessments, investment planning or 

ecosystem valuation.

5. Strategic Environmental Assessments are 

infrequently carried out within the Nile Region.

6. Wetlands and ecosystem valuation is an important 

tool for the protection and conservations of 

wetlands and ecosystems, policy advocacy and 

mainstreaming of wetlands and ecosystems into 

sectoral planning. There is a growing number of 

wetland and ecosystem valuation studies being 

conducted in the Nile region but methodology are 

still too complicated for the tool to be applied by lay 

people in conservation work.

7. Stakeholder consultation and involvement, 

particularly of local communities, has been 

inadequate in a number of wetlands and ecosystem 

valuation studies carried out in the Nile Basin.

8. Wetlands integrated management plans prepared 

4. OVERALL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Second Nile Basin Wetlands Forum took 

place within the Nile Basin Development 

Forum and successfully achieved its dual 

objectives of providing an opportunity to 

take stock of the knowledge and practices 

in the Nile Basin with respect to wetlands 

and ecosystems management, and exploring 

options for their wise use and sustainable 

management.
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for transboundary wetlands have failed to take off 

due to weak local community ownership, lack of 

financial resources for implementation, and lack of 

cross-border coordination mechanisms.

4.2 Recommendations

Many recommendations were made over the two days 

of technical presentations and intense discussions. Key 

among the recommendations is the following:

1. The Nile countries need to increase the level of 

investment in soil and water conservation and 

degraded watershed restoration to produce a 

significant positive impact on the Nile hydrology.

2. The NBI needs to support wide application of E-flow 

assessments and promote efforts to make E-flow 

assessments an integral part of strategic assessment 

and river basin planning culture through capacity 

building, supporting development of responsive 

management frameworks (policies, regulations 

and standards) and increasing availing of E-flow 

measurement tools.

3. Economists and other valuation experts need to 

improve stakeholder involvement during economic 

valuation of wetlands and ecosystems, and develop 

simple methodology that can be applied by less 

technical people in conservation initiatives.

4. Nile countries to increase the preparation of 

Conservation Investment Plans as a tool for 

mobilising resources for implementation of 

Wetlands Integrated Management Plans, and 

develop institutional frameworks for transboundary 

wetlands that allow for stakeholder participation 

and cross-border coordination.
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*Source: UN Population Division World Population Prospects 2012

Facts about the Nile Basin

What’s on? January - March 2013

Quiz

Basin Area 3,176 X 103 Km2

Location -4 0S to 310N and 24 0E to 40 0E

Main Tributaries Victoria Nile/Albert Nile, Bahr El Jabel, White Nile, Baro Pibor-Sobat, 
Blue Nile, Atbara, Bahr El Ghazal

River Length 6,695 Km (one of the world’s longest River)

Estimated Navigable Length 4,149 Km

Countries

Burundi DR Congo

Rwanda

Egypt

South Sudan

Ethiopia

The Sudan

Kenya

Tanzania Uganda Eritrea

Major Lakes within the Basin Lake Victoria, Lake Tana, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert

Population (Total in all the Nile Countries)* 437 Million

% Population within the Nile Basin* 54% (238 Million)

Temperature Night Minimum -100c and daily Maximum in June 470c

Precipitation Max Annual 2,098 mm/yr in Ethiopia 
Min Annual 0 mm/yr in Egypt

Mean Annual �ow (Discharge) (m 3/yr) at Aswan 84 X 10 9 m3/yr

Discharge/Unit area 28 X 10 3 m3/Km 2

Main Consumptive Water use Agriculture

Date Activity Venue

Jan NCoRe Project E�ectiveness All Centers

Jan NELTAC/NELCOM Meeting Kigali

11 – 12th Feb Regional Meeting for National NBI Desk O�cers Entebbe

22nd Feb Nile Day celebrations (Regional and National) Bahr Dar, Ethiopia (for regional celebrations)

April 38th Nile-TAC Meeting Entebbe

Compiled by Tom Waako, Projects O�cer, Nile-SEC -Entebbe

Member states

What is the major determinant of population distribution in the Nile Basin?
Send your answer to: editor@nilebasin.org

Answer to the previous quiz question 
The single most important intra basin agricultural trade commodity by volume among the Nile 
Basin riparian states is maize.

Burundi DR Congo RwandaEgypt South SudanEthiopia The SudanKenya Tanzania Uganda

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of NBI, its Member States or Partners

Editorial Committee
Chair Dorothy Kaggwa
Editor Jane K. Baitwa
Members Tom Waako
 John Ogwang
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