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Sudan’s Foreign Affairs Minister underscores
importance of joint investments on the Nile

Participants marching as part of activities to mark Regional Nile Day 2020.

T

he Blue Nile and White Nile flow thousands of
kilometres from different directions and converge in
Khartoum, The Sudan where the colour separation of
brown and clear water is obvious, before it mixes and

continues as the Main Nile, on its way to the Mediterranean Sea.
So it was during the Regional Nile Day 2020 celebrations in
Khartoum that participants emulated the flow of the River Nile.
Participants wearing blue Nile Day t-shirts marched alongside the
Blue Nile, while those who wore white t-shirts marched alongside
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

<< These few examples are a
clear demonstration that we can
succeed if we pull together and
through cooperation of all NBI
Member States >>
of the two countries and benefitting nearly 1.4 million
households in both countries. Others include the ongoing construction of the 80MW Regional Rusumo
Falls Hydroelectric Project jointly implemented by
Burundi, Rwanda and Tanzania, expected to benefit an

E

estimated 1,146,000 people in the three countries. The
Day

Interconnection of Electric grids of five Nile Equatorial

commemorated on February 22 provide an

Lakes countries is yet another example. This project,

opportunity for Nile Basin citizens from

jointly implemented by Burundi, DR Congo, Kenya,

all 10 Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) Member

Rwanda and Uganda constitutes the construction of a

States as well as friends of the Nile to come together to

930-km overhead transmission line with 17 substations.

vents

such

as

the

annual

Nile

commemorate the establishment of the NBI in 1999 and
to celebrate the benefits of Nile cooperation. This is in
addition to exchanging experiences, views and ideas on
topical issues related to the cooperative management
and development of the shared Nile Basin water and
related resources.

These few examples are a clear demonstration that we
can succeed if we pull together and through cooperation
of all NBI Member States, in partnership with all our
strategic partners including the Nile Basin Discourse,
Intergovernmental

Authority

on

Development,

Lake Victoria Basin Commission, and Global Water

It was no exception this year 2020. The regional event

Partnership, among others. This is not to forget our

was held in Khartoum, The Sudan at a colourful and

development partners who continue to provide both

memorable ceremony co-organised with the Ministry of

financial and technical support.

Irrigation and Water Resources.

I count on your support in our call to Member States to

Organised under the theme ‘Joint Investments on

accelerate implementation of the prepared investment

the Nile for Regional Transformation’, we took

projects, which are aimed at improving food, water

the opportunity to showcase some of the investment

and energy security in the Nile Basin countries and

projects, which we have prepared for implementation

transforming lives of citizens.

by the NBI Member States. Cases in point include the
200 MW volume of power trade through the Ethiopia

Best wishes!

- Sudan Interconnector, in 2015 by the Heads of State

Prof. Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla
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Prof. Yasir Abbas Mohamed Ali (front row, fifth left), Sudan’s Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources and Member of the Nile Council of Ministers,
and other dignitaries during the march.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the White Nile before both parties met at the confluence

with emphasis on the need to accelerate implementation

of the two rivers and proceeded to Friendship Hall for

of the already prepared investment projects. The various

the day’s event.

projects worth more than USD 6.5 billion are key to

Sudan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Asma
Mohamad Abdalla, was Guest of Honour and she

supporting Member States in their quest to meet the
growing demand for water, food and energy.

underscored the importance of joint investments on the

The day’s main event was an expo where NBI and

mighty Nile River.

partners showcased their various activities and

“The future of the Nile is the future and bread of our
people. Water is food. Water is energy. Water is peace.

projects regarding water resources management and
development.

Water is life. Without joint planning and investment,

Among other things, the annual Nile Day event provides

Nile Basin countries miss out on opportunities of

an opportunity for the various stakeholders to celebrate

development, which benefit the Nile people,” she said,

the benefits of Nile cooperation. The day is also an

adding, “The event’s theme ‘Joint Investments on the

occasion to celebrate the various cultures in the Nile

Nile for Regional Transformation’ is one of the key

Basin, in terms of cultural dance, wear and traditional

elements that needs to be in place in order to achieve

cuisine.

sustainable development goal number six on ‘clean
water and sanitation’.”

The colourful event was attended by 500 delegates who
also witnessed traditional dance and a performance

Hon. Abdalla called upon development partners and the

by children who had a skit that focused on each of the

private sector to support the Nile Basin Initiative in its

Member States and the beautiful endowments they

efforts to realise regional investments.

possess.

On his part, the Executive Director of the Nile Basin

Elizabeth Agiro

Initiative Secretariat, Prof. Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla,
noted that the key objective of the event was to highlight
some of NBI’s achievements on the investments front,

Media Relations Expert
Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda
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NILE DAY 2020 PICTORIAL

Sudan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Asma Mohamad Abdalla,
addressing delegates during Regional Nile Day 2020.

Nile Basin Discourse members during the event.

Delegates from Egypt during the event.

Mr. Anders Jagerskog, World Bank and H.E. Robert Van Den Dool, Head of
EU Delegation - The Sudan, during the event.

The youth in Sudan played a very active role in organising the Regional
Nile Day 2020 event.

Nile Day is also an opportunity to celebrate the various cultures in the Nile
Basin, in terms of cultural dance, among others.

The guest of honour, Hon. Asma Mohamad Abdalla, took time to go through the exhibition by NBI and partners showcasing their various activities and
projects regarding water resources management and development.
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Member States agree on how to jointly implement the
Nile Basin Regional HydroMet Project

(L-R) The Executive Director of the NBI Secretariat, Prof. Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla, Nile-TAC member for Sudan, Dr. Balla S. Ahmed and a Representative of
GIZ, Dr. Malte Grossmann, during the opening ceremony.

N

ovember

29,

2019

will

remain

an

important day for Nile Basin Initiative
(NBI) Member States. It is on this day
that the long anticipated USD 5.5 million

Nile Basin Regional HydroMet Project was formally
launched by the Deputy President of Kenya, H.E.
William Samoei Ruto, in Nairobi.

storage dams, navigation and improved adaptation to
climate change
As a follow-up, the Secretariat organised an inception
workshop and Regional Expert Working Group (REWG)
meeting from February 18-19, 2020 in Khartoum, The
Sudan to review the updated regional hydrological
monitoring network design in view of the transboundary

The project will establish the Nile Basin Regional

significance and other related considerations. The

HydroMet System, the first of its kind, designed to

purpose was also to provide guidance and collectively

provide more reliable data and information for water

confirm the direction and agreed implementation

resources

approach of the design update and establishment of the

management

including

flood

disaster

preparedness, coordinated management of water

entire system.
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<< Members agreed on roles and
responsibilities, with focus on
country ownership, stewardship and

and data sharing requirements to support information
products,

sustainable

telemetry

options,

project

objectives, targets, goals and expected achievements.
It also enabled awareness of obstacles and bottlenecks
as well as the support needed from the Regional

leadership. >>

Expert Working Group as well as Nile-TAC members to

During the two-day workshop, members agreed on roles
and responsibilities, with focus on country ownership,
stewardship and leadership. The State of Hydrological
Monitoring in the Nile Basin was reviewed in light of
the field assessment campaign where strengths and
weaknesses were highlighted and options for further
enhancing the basin-wide practices and operational

overcome them.
The workshop was attended by the Nile-TAC members,
NBI senior management staff, HydroMet project task
team, Regional HydroMet Expert Working Group
Members, as well as representatives of EU-GIZ, and
RTI International Consultant.
The robust Nile Basin HydroMet System is the backbone

procedures discussed.
Preparations for the civil works, installation and
commissioning of stations, information products and
data flow, sustainability technology options, telemetry
and data management centres analysis as well as
investment and value added chain were also addressed.

of Nile Cooperation and shall significantly contribute
to promoting joint efforts towards enhanced planning,
management and development of the shared water and
related natural resources in an efficient and sustainable
manner.

Applicable options were discussed in view of the

The Project will be implemented over a three-year

country-based presentations and recommendations.

period (July 2018 – July 2021) with technical and

Underpinning

requirements

such

as

custom

clearance of HydroMet equipment, Memorandum of
Understanding between NBI and each Member State,
budgeting for operation and maintenance after handing
over of stations combined with the NBI River Nile Basin
Observatory Services and help desk were investigated.

financial support from the European Union and the
German Federal government, through GIZ.
Find out more about the Project:
https://www.nilebasin.org/images/docs/Hydromet_
Success_Story.pdf

Among other things, the workshop enabled participants

Mohsen Alarabawy (PhD)

to appreciate the project scope and work plan milestones

Regional HydroMet Systems Coordinator

and agree on the way forward for joint implementation.

Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda

It also created a common understanding on data flow
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Nile-TAC chair calls for anchoring NBI
programmes in national plans

T

he chairperson of the Nile Technical Advisory

discuss and generate ideas on institutional, technical as

Committee (Nile-TAC), Ms. Gladys Wekesa,

well as financial sustainability for Nile cooperation.

recently reiterated the need for Member
States to anchor NBI programmes in national

plans. She noted that doing so would inform policy and
practice, as well as ensure their implementation.

The Executive Director of the NBI Secretariat (Nile-SEC),
Prof. Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla appealed to Member
States to honour their annual financial contributions
to NBI. “Nile-SEC has continued to grapple with the

“The National NBI office is important in ensuring

challenges of none or delayed remittances of country

integration of the regional and national priorities. Let

contributions. As you are aware, this is a critical element

us harness the synergies of the two levels in delivering

in the running of NBI as the entire core costs are met

the benefits of Nile cooperation to our citizens”, she

from the budget supported by country contributions,”

added.

he said.

Ms. Wekesa was speaking at the 53rd Nile-TAC meeting

The 53rd Nile-TAC meeting was attended by members

held on February 21, 2020 in Khartoum, The Sudan.

from Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania,

The meeting assessed the progress in implementation

and Uganda. In attendance were management staff of

of the Secretariat’s annual work plan for FY 2019/2020

NBI and a representative of GIZ in Uganda.

and received a brief on institutional management as
well as preparations for Nile Day 2020 event. Members
were also briefed on the preparations for the Strategic
Dialogue, an annual event held on February 23, to

Tom Waako
Programme Officer
Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda
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Sudan's Water Affairs Minister calls for accelerated
implementation of investment projects
<< Prof. Mohamed Ali also called for
the involvement of the youth in NBI
programmes and projects as well
as Nile Cooperation and expressed
optimism in the future of the Nile. >>
The Chairperson of the Nile Technical Advisory
Committee, Ms. Gladys Wekesa noted that, “today
we have come together to dialogue on the state of
cooperation on the Nile and to generate ideas on how
this can be taken forward in a more effective and
beneficial manner’.
Prof. Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla, the Executive Director
of the NBI Secretariat observed that while the annual

P

forum has benefited from the wide experience and

rof. Yasir Abbas Mohamed Ali, Sudan’s

diverse backgrounds of participants from within and

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

outside the Basin, “I appeal for a mechanism that

and a Member of the Nile Council of Ministers

enables more frequent interactions probably, over

(Nile-COM), recently called for accelerated

virtual space.”

implementation of investment projects prepared by the
Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) so as to transform lives in
the region.

The annual Strategic Dialogue held since 2006 has been
established as an instrumental forum in generating
ideas on institutional, technical as well as financial

He was speaking as Guest of Honour at the annual

sustainability for Nile cooperation. The forum is not

Strategic Dialogue 2020 between NBI Member States

a decision making body but a platform for analysing

and Development Partners, held on February 23, 2020

issues and informing decisions of NBI governance as

in Khartoum, The Sudan.

well as development partners.

Prof. Mohamed Ali also called for the involvement of

Jane K. Baitwa

the youth in NBI programmes and projects as well as
Nile Cooperation and expressed optimism in the future
of the Nile.
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Communication and Stakeholder Engagement Specialist
Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda

ANNOUNCEMENTS…

Call for entries - Nile Media Awards 2020 edition

Winners of the Nile Media Awards 2017 display their plaques.

T

Secretariat

about key topics to the Basin, including water

announces the 2020 edition of the Nile

security, energy security, food security, environment

Media Awards. The inaugural awards were

sustainability, climate change adaptation and trans-

held in 2015 in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

boundary water governance.

he

Nile

Basin

Initiative

and thereafter, in 2017 in Kigali, Rwanda in which four
journalists walked away with awards in print, radio,
television and digital categories. Three other journalists
were recognised for their outstanding works.

The Award is open to all practicing journalists including
freelancers in the mainstream media and multi-media
outlets from the Nile Basin countries. No entry fee is
required. Interested journalists are invited to submit

The Secretariat, with support from the European Union

an entry form by visiting https://nilebasin.org/

and the German government, is organising another

mediaawards/

edition scheduled to take place in October 2020 in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The award ceremony will be held in tandem with the
6th Nile Basin Development Forum (NBDF) in Addis

Through the Nile Media Awards, NBI and partners

Ababa, convened by the NBI in collaboration with its

intend to: recognise journalists for balanced reporting

Member States and in partnership with development

of Nile cooperation issues and to promote increased,

partners.

factual and accurate presentation of these issues;
inspire journalists in the region to report more on issues

Elizabeth Agiro,

surrounding Nile Cooperation and the Nile Basin;

Media Relations Expert

promote investigative journalism and accuracy as well

Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda

as creativity and innovation in presenting information
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Ethiopia to host Nile Basin
Development Forum 2020

P

reparations for the Nile Basin Development
Forum (NBDF) 2020 are underway. The
6th in its series, the forum will take place in
Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa from October
27 – 29, 2020. Ethiopia will be hosting this high level
regional event for the second time, having hosted the
inaugural Forum in 2006.
The NBDF has since become one of the largest
gatherings in the Nile Basin region, for science-policy
dialogue. Its aim is to foster cooperation and create a
common understanding and appreciation among a
wide range of stakeholders on issues and challenges of
the Nile Basin.
The forum also provides an opportunity for sharing
latest information, knowledge and best practices as
well as building partnerships among professionals
in transboundary water resources management and
development.
The overall theme for the 6th NBDF is Rethinking
Regional Investments in the Nile Basin: Water |
Food | Energy | Environment | Climate
The theme and its five strategic angles, is particularly
timely taking into account that the Nile riparians,
building on the work of NBI over the last 21 years,
are moving towards a new approach to regional/
basin planning and investment agenda. The goal is to
enhance transformative processes and projects that will
contribute to NBI’s Shared Vision Objective: to promote
sustainable socio-economic development through the
equitable utilisation of and benefit from the shared Nile
basin water resources’. The Forum has a fundamental
role to contribute to broadening the discussions and
consultations on strategic issues around six major subthemes
The 6th NBDF is organised by the NBI Secretariat
in collaboration with the government of the Federal
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Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and with financial and
technical support from the European Union, German
Federal government, World Bank and Cooperation in
International Waters in Africa (CIWA).
The forum will bring together Ministers in charge of
Water Affairs in the Nile Basin countries, Ministers
and senior government officials from Ministries whose
activities touch on the management and development of
the shared Nile Basin water resources, policy makers,
researchers, academia, civil society, private sector,
development partners and the media among others.
The success of the 6th NBDF and its contribution
towards a new approach to regional/basin planning
and investment agenda in the Nile Basin depends on
your involvement. Find out more about the forum and
how you can participate: http://6nbdf.nilebasin.org/
Look out for updates on facebook: Nile Basin Initiative
and twitter: @nbiweb
We look forward to welcoming you!

The NBI Secretariat would like to take this
opportunity to sincerely thank all those who
positively responded to the call for abstracts. Please
note that the deadline for receiving abstracts is April
15, 2020
PREVIOUS FORUMS

Where

Year

1 NBDF

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

2006

2 NBDF

Khartoum, Sudan

2008

3 NBDF
4th NBDF
5th NBDF

Kigali, Rwanda
Nairobi, Kenya
Kigali, Rwanda

2011
2014
2017

st

nd

rd

Jane K. Baitwa
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement Specialist
Nile-SEC, Entebbe - Uganda

WHY NILE BASIN WETLANDS MATTER:
PROVIDING MULTIPLE AND ESSENTIAL
SERVICES FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE
IN THE NILE BASIN
Nile Basin wetlands supply water, protect people from
floods, reduce droughts, control erosion, improve water
quality and hydrology, critical habitat for biodiversity,
store carbon, support livelihoods and provide other
functions critical to achieving sustainable development
within the Nile Basin. Some of the basin’s wetlands
are designated as Protected Areas, Migratory Birds
Flyways, Important Birds Areas, World Heritage Sites,
Key Biodiversity Areas as well as Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar Sites). Yet, these valuable
eco-systems are threatened by pollution, siltation,
conversions into agricultural land, settlement, infrastructural development, climate change and deforestation.

NILE DELTA

NILE BASIN
RIVER
LAKE
SEASONAL WETLAND
PERMANENT WETLAND

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION: WETLANDS PROVIDE
VALUABLE ECOSYSTEMS FOR OUT-DOOR LEARNING
AND RESEARCH
Nile Basin wetlands offer field laboratories for
learning and doing research on natural ecological
processes, functions and succession among others.

CLIMATE REGULATION: WETLANDS PROVIDE
RESILIENCE AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE
Nile Basin wetlands are sources of and sinks for
greenhouse gases. They help to moderate local and
regional temperatures, precipitation, and regulate
other climatic elements and processes.

CO

2

WATER SUPPLY AND PURIFICATION:
WETLANDS ENSURE FRESH WATER

CO 2

C

Wastewater is largely discharged into the Wetlands
without any form of treatment. The abundant plant
and microbe life in wetlands retain, absorbs and
breaks down contaminants and assimilate into their
biomass, which helps clean water for different uses
like drinking, irrigation and supporting aquatic lives.

C C

C C

GHAZAL SWAMPS
Guidelines for design and usage – for bilateral projects abroad | 13

SUDD
WETLANDS
SOBAT
MARCHES
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FLOOD AND DROUGHT MITIGATION: WETLANDS ARE
NATURE’S SHOCK ABSORBERS

Guidelines for design and usage – Introduction | 5

During heavy rainfall, Nile Basin wetlands reduce stream
speed and act as natural sponges that absorb water,
which reduces flooding and delays the onset of droughts.
Wetlands are a natural buffer during extreme weather.
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WHAT IS A WETLAND?
A wetland is an area covered or submerged by surface
or groundwater supporting plants and animals, typically
adapted for life in water-saturated soil conditions. The
term “wetland” is applied to a broad range of different
habitats and ecosystems including swamps, flood plains,
seasonally flooded grasslands, the edges and shallow
waters of rivers and lakes, estuaries and coastal marshes,
as well as mangroves and peat bogs. It also includes
man-made or constructed wetlands.
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reflect the views of the European Union or the
Federal German Government.
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Date
Date
Activity
Activity
17 12 Rusumo Council of Ministers meeting

Venue
Venue

Jan
Jan
NCoRe
NCoReProject
ProjectEffectiveness
Effectiveness
18 Technical Briefing on Nile-SEC activities
Jan
Jan
NELTAC/NELCOM
NELTAC/NELCOMMeeting
Meeting
19 Governance Meetings (Sub-committees, Nile-TAC,NEL-TAC, Nile-COM, NELCOM)
1111– –12th12thFeb
Feb
Regional
RegionalMeeting
Meetingfor
forNational
NationalNBI
NBIDesk
DeskOfficers
Officers
20 Nile Basin Heads of
State Summit
ndnd
2222 Feb
Feb
Nile
NileDay
Daycelebrations
celebrations(Regional
(Regionaland
andNational)
National)
21 African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW)
Africa Water Week
th th
April
April
3838 Nile-TAC
Nile-TACMeeting
Meeting

AllAllCenters
Centers

th

Uganda
Rusumo Site, Rwanda
Kigali, Rwanda

Kigali
Kigali

Kigali, Rwanda

Entebbe
Entebbe

Nairobi, Kenya
Bahr
BahrDar,
Dar,Ethiopia
Ethiopia(for
(forregional
regionalcelebrations)
celebrations)
TBC
Entebbe
Entebbe

Compiled
Compiled
byby
Tom
Tom
Waako,
Waako,
Projects
Projects
Officer,
Nile-SEC
Nile-SEC
-Entebbe
-Entebbe
Note: The date for the
different
activities
will
beOfficer,
communicated
as soon as the situation allows.

Quiz
Quiz

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and also in line with government of Uganda guidelines, management of the NBI Secretariat
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