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Rusumo power project 
construction a step closer 

Two contracts, worth $75 million (about 
Rwf46 billion), for the initial construction 
works of the Regional Rusumo Falls 
Hydroelectric Project have been signed. 
The contracts for the power project to 
generate 80 MW of electricity were 
signed in Kigali on Wednesday. The first 
contract was signed between Rusumo 
Power Company Limited (RPCL), and a 
consortium of contractors, including 
CGCOC Group Ltd – Jiangxi Water and 
Hydropower Construction Company Ltd 
Joint Venture (CGCOC – JWHC JV). 
http://bit.ly/2fif4bI  
 

A visionary solution for the water 
issue 

(Opinion) - Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shoukry recently paid an official 
visit to Israel and met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Of the issues 
discussed between the two, the most 
important was that Egypt might consider 
appointing Netanyahu as its mediator to 
resolve its water dispute with Ethiopia. A 
point overlooked by local media, which 
focused on what they claimed was the 
betrayal of the Palestinians the meeting 
represented. Also overlooked was the 
fact that Israel will manage the electricity 

output from the Renaissance Dam and is 
in general becoming a strong presence 
on the continent. 
http://bit.ly/2fg7QCo  
 

Human rights perspective and 
prospects in the Nile Basin 

The Nile River is a geographically, 
historically, socio-economically, 
environmentally, politically, culturally, 
hydrologically, climatically, 
demographically and naturally shared 
river of transboundary dimensions within 
the current composing states. The Nile 
Basin constituted and continues to 
sustain and be the major driver of the 
development and stability for its 
inhabitants, as it has been an umbilical 
cord, backbone and the cradle of ancient 
and prosperous civilisations. 
http://bit.ly/2eEd6lb 
 

What’s happening to the EAC 
integration dream? 

The second East African Community 
Common Market Scorecard 2016, 
released last week, suggests a region 
that is still a long way off if goal to 
economic integration is to be realised. 
According to the scorecard, member 
states continue to trade as separate and 
distinct markets keeping their economies 

http://bit.ly/2fif4bI
http://bit.ly/2fg7QCo
http://bit.ly/2eEd6lb
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small and disconnected, despite a 
standing treaty giving the countries 
freedom of movement of goods, labour, 
services and capital across the six-nation 
bloc. 
http://bit.ly/2fSJpym 
 

Desal picks up steam in Egypt as 
Cairo aims to reduce Nile water 
dependency 

This year has marked a major 
breakthrough for desalination in Egypt, 
with a raft of new projects confirmed as 
the country looks to new sources of water 
in light of the ongoing international 
dispute over usage of the water from the 
Nile. […] Access to drinking water is one 
of the most pressing issues for Egypt, 
with upstream Nile countries pushing for 
a larger share of the water that has 
historically supplied almost all of Egypt’s 
needs. The new crop of large scale 
seawater desalination facilities will 
change the balance of water supply in a 
country where desalination has, until 
recently, largely been focused on 
individual commercial and industrial 
customers. Egypt’s government is now 
looking to make areas of the country 
further from the Nile independent from the 
river’s water. 
http://bit.ly/2fjcvnk 
 

35 individuals, 11 countries, one 
Nile River Project 
It was the unique mix of different 
languages from 11 Nile River Basin 
countries that provided the theme for the 
creation of the Nile River Project, an 
educational and musical collaboration of 
35 individuals. This cross-cultural 
collaboration was established by Mina 
Girgis in 2011, with the aim of bridging 
the cultural gap between river countries, 
using music as a medium. […] 
Meanwhile, the educational branch offers 
fellowships to university students keen to 
explore sustainability issues relating to 
the River Nile. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://bit.ly/2fuG9q9  
 

Initial contract inked for regional 
African power project 
A $75 million contract for the initial works 
on the construction of a regional power 
project at the Rwanda-Tanzania border 
was signed on Wednesday in Kigali. The 
regional Rusumo Falls Hydroelectric 
Project (RRFHP) will generate 80MW. 
The deal was signed between Rusumo 
Power Company Limited (RPCL) and 
CGCOC Group Ltd – Jiangxi Water & 
Hydropower Construction Company Ltd 
Joint Venture (CGCOC – JWHC JV). 
http://bit.ly/2fgrBw9 
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